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Content Lesson Learning Format/Technology 

Assessment/Check for 
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Standard: SS7G12 Analyze the 
diverse cultures of the people who 
live in southern and eastern Asia. 
a. Explain the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups. 
b. Compare and contrast the 
prominent religions in southern 
and eastern Asia: Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism. 
c. Evaluate how the literacy rate 
affects the standard of living. 
   
Essential Question:   
What are the similarities and the 
differences of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism? 
 
How does literacy rate affect the 
standard of living? 
   

 
Enduring Understanding:  
Culture: The culture of a society is 
the product of the religion, beliefs, 
customs, traditions, and 
government of that society. 

Opening:  (5-10 minutes) Weakest areas on Benchmark 
 
Work Period:  (35-40 minutes)  
1) Review Confucianism, Buddhism, Shinto (whole group) 
2) Students will participate in a caste system experiential simulation. 
3) Students, still in caste groups, will respond to the questions about the 
caste system in India. 
4) Teacher will pull out students (individually or in small groups) based on 
4.5 assessment data. 
 
HW: Complete caste system questions 
 
Closing: Describe in a few sentences how the class system in the United  
States compares to the caste system in India. 
 
Literacy Component (Activities designed to address reading and writing 
standards): Comparing social structures in two different countries; 
responding to questions based on readings 
 
Differentiated Instruction: Experiential simulation, comprehension questions 
and answers; pull out groups based on assessment data 
 
Vocabulary: Ethnic group, religious group, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Shinto, and the philosophy of Confucianism, caste system, dharma, karma, 
Vedas, Upanishads, reincarnation, untouchables, Brahman 
 

Whole Group               
Yes 

 
Cooperative Group 
Yes 

 
Flexible Group  
Yes 

 
Collaborative Pair 
 

 
Centers/Stations 
 

 
Technology Use: 
Teacher:   

 
Student:  

Student Conferencing 
Yes 

 

Performance Task 
 

 
Project 
 

 
Class Presentation 
 

 
Test 
 

 
Quiz 
 

 
Homework 
Yes 

 
Ticket Out The Door 
Yes 

 
 
CPS Response 
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Standard: SS7G12 Analyze the 
diverse cultures of the people who 
live in southern and eastern Asia. 
a. Explain the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups. 
b. Compare and contrast the 
prominent religions in southern 
and eastern Asia: Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism. 
c. Evaluate how the literacy rate 
affects the standard of living. 
   
Essential Question:   
What are the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups? 
 
What are the similarities and the 
differences of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism? 
 
How does literacy rate affect the 
standard of living? 
   
 
Enduring Understanding:  
Culture: The culture of a society is 
the product of the religion, beliefs, 
customs, traditions, and 
government of that society. 

Opening:  (5-10 minutes) Weakest areas on Benchmark 
 
Work Period:  (35-40 minutes)  
1) Review India's caste system 
2) Students will work in differentiated groups to complete a graphic 
organizer about basic Hindu beliefs. 
3) Students will view transparencies, review their notes, and draw a 
conclusion about which belief the transparency corresponds to. 
4) Teacher will pull out students (individually or in small groups) based on 
4.5 assessment data. 
 
HW: Create your own political cartoon about one or more religions. 
 
Closing: Describe whether or not you like the idea of reincarnation and 
explain why or why not. 
 
Literacy Component (Activities designed to address reading and writing 
standards): Graphic organizer about Hindu beliefs based on readings; 
analyzing pictures, making informed deductions about them, and explaining 
how pictures are related to a Hindu belief 
 
Differentiated Instruction: Graphic organizer, differentiated reading groups, 
comprehension questions and answers; analyzing pictures; pull out groups 
based on assessment data 
 
Vocabulary: Ethnic group, religious group, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Shinto, and the philosophy of Confucianism, caste system, dharma, karma, 
Vedas, Upanishads, reincarnation, untouchables, Brahman 
 

Whole Group               
 
 
Cooperative Group 

Yes 
 
Flexible Group  

 
 
Collaborative Pair 

 
 
Centers/Stations 

 
 
Technology Use: 

Teacher:   
 
Student: 

Student Conferencing 
 

 

Performance Task 

YES 
 
Project 

 
 
Class Presentation 

 
 
Test 

 
 
Quiz 

 
 
Homework 

YES 
 
Ticket Out The Door 

YES 
 
 

CPS Response 
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Standard: SS7G12 Analyze the 
diverse cultures of the people who 
live in southern and eastern Asia. 
a. Explain the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups. 
b. Compare and contrast the 
prominent religions in southern 
and eastern Asia: Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism. 
c. Evaluate how the literacy rate 
affects the standard of living. 
   
Essential Question:   
What are the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups? 
 
What are the similarities and the 
differences of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism? 
 
How does literacy rate affect the 
standard of living? 
   
 
Enduring Understanding:  
Culture: The culture of a society is 
the product of the religion, beliefs, 
customs, traditions, and 
government of that society. 

Opening:  (5-10 minutes) Weakest areas on Benchmark 
 
Work Period:  (35-40 minutes)  
1) Share and collect political cartoons 
2) Students will complete work in collaborative pair sto complete a graphic 
organizer about basic Hindu beliefs, view transparencies, review their notes, 
and draw a conclusion about which belief the transparency corresponds to. 
3) Students will work in their pairs to complete a chart showing multiple 
factors related to standard of living - including literacy rate - in specified 
Asian countries. 
4) They will then respond to the questions and create bar graphs comparing 
literacy rates with each country's ranking on the United Nations standard of 
living index.  
5) Teacher will pull out students (individually or in small groups) based on 
4.5 assessment data. 
 
HW: If necessary, complete charts and respond to questions. 
 
Closing: Describe one way in which Hinduism is similar to another religion 
practiced in Asia and describe one way in which they are different. 
 
Literacy Component (Activities designed to address reading and writing 
standards): Graphic organizer about Hindu beliefs based on readings; 
analyzing pictures, making informed deductions about them, and explaining 
how pictures are related to a Hindu belief; interpreting data on a chart  
 
Differentiated Instruction: Graphic organizer, differentiated reading groups, 
comprehension questions and answers; analyzing pictures; bar graphs; pull 
out groups based on assessment data 
 
Vocabulary: Ethnic group, religious group, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Shinto, and the philosophy of Confucianism, caste system, dharma, karma, 
Vedas, Upanishads, reincarnation, untouchables, Brahman, literacy rate; 
GDP, GDP per capita, standard of living, life expectancy, unemployment rate 
 
Closing: Ticket out the door writing about 2 things you learned about 
environmental issues in Asia 
 
 

Whole Group               
YES 
 
Cooperative Group 

Yes 
 
Flexible Group  

Yes 
 
Collaborative Pair 

 
 
Centers/Stations 

 
 
Technology Use: 

Teacher:  Power point 
 
Student: Internet 

Student Conferencing 
 

 

Performance Task 

YES 
 
Project 

 
 
Class Presentation 

Yes 
 
Test 

 
 
Quiz 

 
 
Homework 

YES 
 
Ticket Out The Door 

YES 
 
 

CPS Response 
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Standard: SS7G12 Analyze the 
diverse cultures of the people who 
live in southern and eastern Asia. 
a. Explain the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups. 
b. Compare and contrast the 
prominent religions in southern 
and eastern Asia: Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism. 
c. Evaluate how the literacy rate 
affects the standard of living. 
   
Essential Question:   
What are the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups? 
 
What are the similarities and the 
differences of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism? 
 
How does literacy rate affect the 
standard of living? 
   
 
Enduring Understanding:  
Culture: The culture of a society is 
the product of the religion, beliefs, 
customs, traditions, and 
government of that society. 

Opening: (5-10 minutes) Weakest areas on Benchmark 
 
Work Period:  (35-40 minutes)  
1) Using their charts, students will finish creating their bar graphs comparing 
literacy rates with each country's ranking on the United Nations standard of 
living index.  Students will work in pairs using class desktops and IPads. 
2) In their pairs, students will create a prezi or power point encouraging 
governments around the world to do more to ensure that all their children 
receive a quality education, explaining why it is so important both for the 
country and for the individuals.  
3) Teacher will pull out students (individually or in small groups) based on 
4.5 assessment data. 
 
HW: (1)Pretend you are a refugee whose family has been forced to flee their 
home due to civil war. Write a diary entry describing what it is like to not be 
able to go to school and what you miss about it. Give details. Your diary 
entry must be at least 7 sentences long. (2) Study for quiz about geography, 
religions, and literacy rates in Asia 
 
Closing: Describe how a high literacy rate helps the entire country. 
 
Literacy Component (Activities designed to address reading and writing 
standards): Creating a prezi or power point using information learned; 
refugee diary entry 
 
Differentiated Instruction: Collaborative pairs, analyzing data on bar graphs 
and charts, prezi or power point creation, pull-out groups based on 
assessment data; homework assignment (diary entry) 
 
Vocabulary: literacy rate; GDP, GDP per capita, standard of living, life 
expectancy, unemployment rate 
 
 

Whole Group               
YES 
 
Cooperative Group 

Yes 
 
Flexible Group  

Yes 
 
Collaborative Pair 

 
 
Centers/Stations 

 
 
Technology Use: 

Teacher:  Power Point 
 
Student: Internet 

Student Conferencing 
Yes 

 

Performance Task 

YES 
 
Project 

 
 
Class Presentation 

 
 
Test 

 
 
Quiz 

 
 
Homework 

YES 
 
Ticket Out The Door 

YES 
 
 

CPS Response 
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Standard: SS7G12 Analyze the 
diverse cultures of the people who 
live in southern and eastern Asia. 
a. Explain the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups. 
b. Compare and contrast the 
prominent religions in southern 
and eastern Asia: Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism. 
c. Evaluate how the literacy rate 
affects the standard of living. 
   
Essential Question:   
What are the differences between 
ethnic groups and religious 
groups? 
 
What are the similarities and the 
differences of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Shinto, and the 
philosophy of Confucianism? 
 
How does literacy rate affect the 
standard of living? 
   
 
Enduring Understanding:  
Culture: The culture of a society is 
the product of the religion, beliefs, 
customs, traditions, and 
government of that society. 

Opening: (5-10 minutes) Weakest areas on Benchmark 
 
Work Period:  (35-40 minutes)  
1) Students will take quiz on Asian geography, religions, and literacy rates.. 
2) Share and collect diary entries 
3) After completing pre-viewing discussions, students will watch video 
"Pennies a Day" about the Nobel Peace Prize winner who started the 
Grameen bank in Bangladesh.  
4) Post-viewing discussion will be followed by a written set of questions for 
students to respond to. 
 
HW: (1)Complete questions. 
 
Closing: Why do you think this man won the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
banking idea. 
 
Literacy Component (Activities designed to address reading and writing 
standards): Quiz, diary entries, written responses to video 
 
Differentiated Instruction: Video with pre- and post- viewing questions, 
closing, diary entries 
 
 
Vocabulary: All SS7G12 vocabulary, Grameen Bank, Nobel Peace Prize, 
microcredit, business venture, entrepreneur, 
 
 

Whole Group               
Yes 
 
Cooperative Group 

 
 
Flexible Group  

 
 
Collaborative Pair 

 
 
Centers/Stations 

 
 
Technology Use: 

Teacher:  Video 
 
Student: Video 

Student Conferencing 
 

 

Performance Task 

YES 
 
Project 

 
 
Class Presentation 

 
 
Test 

 
 
Quiz 

Yes 
 
 

Homework 
Yes 
 

Ticket Out The Door 
YES 
 

 
CPS Response 

 

 


